Of course, everyone wanted to be the first to use the new missiles. The squadron
commander gave the first shot to his ship. The Chicago fired one missile and it
self-destructed shortly after launch. | was told later that the data link antenna on
the missile that maintained communication with the ship had not been lock wired
in place, and it had fallen off in the Ready Service Magazine due to vibration
before the missile was launched. The Chicago fired a second missile, and it
failed. | don't know if a cause was ever determined.
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Our Captain then sent the squadron commander on the USS Chicago a message
asking if he would like us to show them how it should be done. We got the OK,
fired one missile, and blew a 30 foot diameter hole where the radar van was
sitting. At first we didn't know if we had hit the target but their radar signal had
disappeared about the same time the missile arrived. The next day our Weapons
Department head CDR Foreman received aerial recon photos which showed radar
antennas scattered all over the area. What remained of the van was lying on its
side at the edge of the missile crater.

This was all classified Top Secret at the time, and the missile crews were told to

keep quiet. Of course everyone aboard knew something was going on (missile

shots areverynoisy)and t he Navyds usual procedure of
of current events led to the usual overblown scuttlebutt including such rumors that we

had fired a missile with a nuclear warhead.

February 2, 1972 The Selective Service System
held its draft lottery for my birth year. The drawing
determined the order in which men born in 1953 would
be called to report for induction into the military for the
following year (1973). My number was #55 which
means | probably would have been drafted into the
Army had | not enlisted in the Naval Reserve.

| was pretty happy that | had enlisted and had some
choice over the branch and length of service. But as
luck would have it, the U.S. involvement in the
unpopular war in Vietnam was winding down and the
draft remained a focal point of demonstration and
discontent which caused President Nixon to discontinue the draft in 1973. The last
actual draft call was on December 7, 1972 which means that | never would have been
drafted had | chosen to stay home or go to college.
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February 5-6, 1972 En route to Subic Bay, Republic of the Philippines. After a few
days and no more firing opportunities we sailed to Subic Bay in the Philippines for R&R

and ship repair.

February 7-12, 1972 In port at Subic Bay. The Chicago was in port when we
arrived. Imagine our surprise when we learned that the bar girls in Olongapo
knew about the classified missile shot before we got there! One of our first class
petty officers advised that as he walked into a bar one of the girls saw the ship's
name patch on his sleeve and started asking about the missile shot! So much for
secrecy! -

ol
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-

The gates of the old Spanish fort erected around 1885, still stood on the grounds of the
naval base and | always looked forward to a walk from the piers to the gate. Next to the
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old stone walls was a tiny restaurant that served up delicious greasy cheeseburgers and
ice cold San Miguel beer. It was the first place | headed for when the ship docked.

San Miguel Beer
was and still is a
fine crafted pilsner
beer with a nice
clear taste for a
foreign product.
The beer had a lot
in common with that
old Spanish gate
since it had been
‘ brewed by La
B et ey [ Fabrica de Cerveza

x LIPPINES . .
e N de San Miguel since
1890 and has now
! become one of the

: , : S top ten, best selling

beers in the worl d. As for the place that I
shut down the establishment survived in its original location in what is now called Subic
Bay Freeport and is now serving Japanese food to the tourists.
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February 13-14, 1972 En- route from Subic Bay to the Vietham combat zone. As
stepped up air and naval air bombardments began the ships of the 7" Fleet rushed to
support our troops on the ground.

U.S. JetsStep Up Bombing

Compiled From AP and UPI
SAIGONJ 2-1372

American bombers stepped up their efforts
to fend off a building Communistffensive,
and the U.S. command canceled a scheduled
port leave for the USS Coral Sea to keep
three aircraft carriers on station in the
Tonkin Gulf, military sources said. At the
big U.S. air base in Da Nang, and other
American installations around South
Vietnam's second largest city, troops went
on a "yellow alert" Friday night in
preparation for renewed Communist action
against them, field reports said. Heavy
fighting raged in coastal Binh Dinh
Province, where the Communists appeared
to be trying to tielown Vietnamese
reserves that otherwise could be

thrown against them later if

they launched an offensive in

the nearby Central Highlands,

Meanwhile communisked

troops ambushed two American

convoys Thursday at points

more than 200 miles apart along

natioral Route 1 and encircled a

40-man South Vietnamese outpost

at a third position near the

highway, triggering heavy fighting.
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Most in 12

Years

200 Air Strikes

CREWMEN LQAD BDMEE OH A JEY ABOARD THE AIRCRAFT CARRIER CONSTELLA‘I’ION iy THE TONKIN GULF.

IRA Bu"et

‘Wrecks

Weddin'g |

" 'BELFAST, Northemn Ireland

{UPl; — Bomb attackers k-
vaded a Landonderry hptel dur-
tng a Roman Calholic wedding
celabralion Saturday, shot and
woundad the 17-year-ld bes!
Toun, uog biasted the hote,,
lice suid.

Bust, man Alphnnsua Pat'un.
lT-yearuld brother . of the

grouim, was shet n the head -

when he pleaded with bowbers
to remove the explosive device

because  children dmong  the
puests, might be hurt, palioe
said. -

. Patton was rushed to Altnaeel.
vin Hospital wheee Fis sonditiun
was Tepoaried “very serious”
Three masked men  stormed
inta
Hotel, two carrylhy 8 homb and
the third brendishing a pistgl,
As they placed (he bomb on the
recebtion desk, the man with the
pistel yelled. 2 warning  the
{Lontinund on Back Page, Cel, 3}

Londenderry’s Weodleigh .

Judge Reverses Rul‘mg

 Hughes ‘Book’ Exc.:ér.prs OKd

NEW YORK IAP} — A Mew -

¥ork Siate Appeals Counrl Judge
threw -0ut. 2n atiempt Saturday

te biock: Time Inc., from pub-

lishing eXeerpts from the pur-
ported Howard ©Hughes  aito.

‘Biography it hps termed a hoax. |
Ar hia Mashatlan home, Jus--

fiee Theodore Kiplerman, of the
. Appellaie Divigion of the State

Supreme Cnurt reversed an #af-
Yier order of Uhe, State Supremé.
Court enjoining the publication.

Kupfermat -sald Tlme could .
- priny four passnees from the

book, bul 0y more than a otalof
1,008 words, .

M2 schoduled 3 hearing of the
cgge before ihe full live-man ap-

peals court beneh fur Thursday.-

This Guy's a Credit |

~ To Arf of Thievery

CHICAGO (AP)—A convict has teld Ilinoiy state officials in-

wegtigaling credil cerd Fraud that his seheme was sn suceessful
that four compandes once offeced to pay him 1o stop gheating.
‘"Phey asked me ta stop de[rauding ‘hein -and each COmIpaELY

would pay

o B0 & week,'" said Edmund Bryzop ir testimony
befare the flincie Legislaiive Commission on Thursday.

“L knew their .operation se well that they know they conldn't
5107 oe, and-T puesy. they fgured the 3530 B waek would be less

than I would steal from. them."
‘Bryson, 30, now Serviog a se\en year sectence - narcmm.
" usa, sald he vefused the . companies’ offer ond lived very well for
- N‘Vl.‘l'r Frars exc!uslv?ly thenugh the use o[ [}% uu‘dl:len] eiedil (nrd-a
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‘pleased, [am very o

Hupferman aited after” !lear

Ang arguments for 80 minutes

only hours  plter  the. Jower
court's injun¢tlon,” Atorneys in

the - agflon said Kupferman.-de-

rided against imposing prler re.

straint of pubhcaunn ah ﬂmunds,

of free speceh righis.

© Kupferman said be had- de-.

cided aleo on the grounds that

. the autber, of words was limit-
ed and’ thai parties’ cpposing:

publication stlll had recourse
a law sult for damages.

State Sapreme Court Justice
Gerald . B, Culkin ruled eatljer
that the meaierist was not {he

- magdzine’s property after hear-

ing Time lawyer Alan J, Hruska

-urgue, “We are aitempting to

publish passapes in furtherance
of the beliof that the Yrving texl
is 4 [ake™

Hruska

said  after
mEn'y "

rpling, am . very

Arrayed against . Tims were
MeGirawdlll Ine., which

CON
tracted wilh auther Clitford Ir--

ving for the btok; Rosumant Eu-

*{Coslinued on Back Page, Col. 1}

Kupter- -

SAIGON (AP} — The
United States has
launched its biggest
verial campaign across
South Vietnam in more
than 18 months, hop-
ing to crush a Com-
munist buildup aleng
Seuth Vietnam’s west-

ern border.
BRanging over juugled in-

+ filtration netw:lrim, smupply

rouies, staging areas and
storage sites, .S, factica}
fighter-hombers and B52
henyy bombers made about
200 atrikes in northern and
central South Vietnam Fri-

day and Saturday.

Ilormunts suid a Ferih Vier-
mtmese buildup of (roops and
supplies was contHnning in {he
regions Zlong South ¥ietaam's
western -frontier with Laos, hut
sadd Lhey did not agticipate a
majar- obfensive kil after the
Tel lupar new vear celebrations
whick bogtt Tuesday.

The ¥iet €ong have announced
a four-day cea.afire for Tet, be-
ginpike at @ a.m, Baigen time
Monday. The allies have said
they will nbserve & 24-ho
aceage-fira eifectdye abd poow
~The U.S. command said Navy
and Alr Foree f{ighter-bombers
made 172 stitkes {n South Viet-
wani tUnring the 2dthuar period
ending at dawn Safurday, the
most in ope day sinee Scptem-
ber 197¢. This raised 10 336 the
ivlal mumber of slrllu-s EHawn by
8. fighter-hembers in Yietnam
alone during 1he past theee -
days, compared to an average of
iess MHan 10 = day duping Lhe

_past four manths,

Othar A Force. snd Navy
planes also kept up the pressura
on the- other side’ of Seuth: Viet-
nam’s border. They made about
0 sirikes against the Ho Thi
‘Minh  Traii supply nebtwerk,
which winds through southern
Laog and ite South Vielnarm's
nurtherd provinees and cenlral

“highjands,

‘The- U.8. commanﬂ also said
B32 hambers flew 12 missions in
South Vietnam, the highest num- -
ber since .Janvary Wig. .

The - command does oot dis-
close the spacific number ul B52
bombers on each mission; ‘but it
tanpes from one 1o thess. Most
of the latest mikslons reporisd
{Coptinuedl on Back Page, Col. 4)

Politics Is

No Picnic

OKLAHOMA CITY (UPI) —
Een. PRIl Bmaliey Fridey told
his  colieagues -the mokl im-
mediate  problem lacing  the
Legislature was the hopde of
&nts i the Captiol Building.

© “They're crawling all ueer the
desks, all vver the secrelaries.
—and all ever me,'' he said

The Okiahoma Senate voled
wrunlmoously Lo ask the Public -
Afairs Board to hive am ex-
lerminator:
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February 15,1972 Begin special operations on Talos station off North Vietnam coast.

Photo # NH 98669 USS Oklahoma City turning to port. 16 February 1972

39 years ago 1 This photo was taken while | was aboard ship. | wonder what | was doing?

Our next few weeks at sea would exhaust large supplies of fuel, food, missiles and

ammunition. Because we were not allowed to leave our combat station the ship had to

be resupplied at sea through the process of
operat i on. I n addition to the Apaint and chip,
a day and manning ABattle Stationso at a mome
numerous back breaking hours of UNREPS work parties.

Convoys of replenishment ships would rendezvous with the fleet, and individual
supply ships would take stations within the moving fleet. The combat ships and
transports would take turns moving from their assigned positions in the
formation to go alongside the oilers, cargo ships and ammunition ships to
replenish stores, then they would return to station and another ship would go
alongside the supply ship. When resupplying was finished the supply convoy
would reform and return to a supply base far in the rear of the ongoing action.
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Refueling was the easiest of the AUNREPSO

usually assist in the initial tie up and fuel hose transfer between ships. Once refueling
had begun my work was over and while | still had to man a refueling station, ( ready with
a fire hose or extra lines, etc.) | could usually just sit back and watch the show. | wish
the rest of the UNREPS operations could have been so easy.

=y g
L3 s

. &

“aRE YO THE CHIEF THATS HAVMG THE WORKING PARTY &7

This is an example of a typical refueling at sea with the fleet oiler, USS PASSUMPSIC,
AO-107. While the oiler maintained a steady course and speed, our ship would
approach from the port side and match speed while maneuvering to reduce the distance
between ships to about 80 feet apart. It was like trying to park a car into a moving
garage.
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When the Okie Boat was on station alongside we fired a shot line across the gap
between ships. It was a light weight line with a lighted buoy on the end (so it
could be seen at night). It was fired from a shot line gun. The crew on the oiler
connected a heavier line to the shot line and men on the Oklahoma City pulled it
over by hand. A still heavier line was attached to it, and so on, until the heavy
transfer rigging cables were pulled across the gap between the ships. These
cables were attached to the Okie Boat with quick releasing pelican hooks. If the
ships should suddenly have to maneuver the hooks were released and the
transfer gear was dropped into the ocean for the replenishment ship to recover.
This was something you really didn't want to do. However, on one occasion
during rearming a sailor went over the side. The ships immediately executed an

emergency breakaway and the man was back aboard the Okie Boat in less than
12 minutes.

Copyright © 2008 Phillip R. Hays
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When the transfer rigging was in place between the ships, the Passumpsic sent
over the hoses and we started taking on fuel. Then, while everyone waited for the
transfer to finish the Seventh Fleet band played to help relieve the monotony.
When the transfer was complete the oiler pulled in the hoses, then we released
the cables and steamed away.
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