. After gunfire missions we had to "police
brass" or clean up the spent powder
casings lying on the deck. The cases
were ejected at the rear of the 6 inch
turret and 5 inch gun mount. We didn't
have time to deal with them while firing,
and you wouldn't want to be on deck
close to the guns anyway. The brass
powder cases were packed into the
powder shipment cans we received them
in. They were sent back to the
ammunition ships when we did an
underway replenishment to restock with
ammunition. Sometimes the brass was just
thrown overboard.
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October 8, 1972 The long-standing diplomatic stalemate between Henry Kissinger
and Le Duc Tho finally ends as both sides agree to major concessions. The U.S. will
allow North Vietnamese troops already in South Vietnam to remain there, while North
Vietnam drops its demand for the removal of South Vietnam's President Thieu and the
dissolution of his government.

October 9, 1972 Received hostile fire from shore batteries. Qualified for the Navy
Combat Action Ribbon. The principal eligibility criteria is that the individual must have
participated in a bona fide ground or surface combat fire-fight or action during which
he/she was under enemy fire and his/her performance while under fire was satisfactory.
Personnel aboard a ship are eligible when the safety of the ship and the crew were
endangered by enemy attack, such as a ship hit by a mine or a ship engaged by shore,
surface, air or sub-surface elements.
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STARSHK#STRIPES

Yet in Offensive

anol Position

Improved by
"2 Drive

By RICHARD PYLE

SAIGON (AP) 1011-72 &
Although

falling well short of

the shattering victory that
apparently was its ultimate
goal, Hanoi's 1972 offensive
in South Vietnam has
greatly improved the Communist
side strategic position

for a settlemerd military

or political.

And while battlefield reverses
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have forced numerous changes
in the original plan, there are

no signs that the North Vietnamese
campaign is letting up.

Instead it is moving into a new
phase.

The lull that followed the @apture
of Quang Tri by the

South Vietnamese last month
has ended in a new surge of
Communist attacks.

"The Communist units are
rebuilding

their former base areas



to maintain their presence and

to declare, 'We're here," said
oneU.S. officer. "They are here

to stay.”

Some 408,000 persons were
officially

listed under Communist

control at the end of August, the
most recent month for which

such figures have been disclosed.
This is only 2.1 per cent of

South Vietnam's total of 19 rdn,
but it is 11 times more than

were listed under Communist
control when the offensive began.
And U.S. experts say many

areas where the South Vietnamese
claim to have regained the

edge are actually no man's land.
South Vietnam has also suffered
uncounte thousands of civilian
casualties, more than one

million refugees, and military
casualties that far exceed any
similar period of the war.

Reliable military informants

place the number of government
troops killed at more than 35,000
d more than twice whdtas

been publicly acknowledgeil

and the wounded at well over
100,000.

Allied officials say nearly 100,
000 Communist troops have been
killed, but this is based on estimates
as well as body counts

which also are not necessarily
reliable.

225

Morale in someSouth Viethamese
military units fell dangerously
low during the grimmest

period of April, May and

June.

Military commanders say it

has improved since then, largely,
perhaps, as the result of the
failure of the Communists siege
of An Loc, the repulse of the
invasion

of Kontum, the forestalling

of a major assault on

Hue, and® most importanthyd

the recapture of Quang Tri, the
only province capital to fall.
Thieu has used the crisis to
acquire neadictatorial powers,
declaring martial law, suspending
the 19 constitution and assuming
the right to rule by decree

for six months.

Overall, however, the consensus
appears to be that the situation
Is stalemated and that no

major changes in the status quo
are likely, particularly in the
northernregion, where the rainy
season is just beginning.

. "Neither

side has the muscle to fight the
other and the elements, too."



October 14-15, 1972
En- route to Singapore.

October 16-20, 1972
Our ship arrives in port
for a protocol visit in
Singapore. A complete
change of pace came
in mid-October when
OKLAHOMA CITY
once again functioned
principally as a
command ship by
making a protocol port
visit to Singapore.
When the ship entered
Singapore on 16
October it was her first protocol visit since January 1972 when she visited Hong Kong.
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October 21-22, 1972  En- route from Singapore to the Vietham combat zone. The

command ship proceeded south where she crossed the Equator on October 22, 1972 to
initiate her slimy APollywogso into the myste
AShell backsd, OKLAHOMA CITY turned her bow no
the month providing naval gunfire support.
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In order to show you the sheer fatigue and exhaustion of such a brutal ordeal | have

located some photos on the internetta k en fr om t he Okl ahoma Cityods
ceremony in 1979. By then it must have been
were allowed to wear thick kneepads to protect themselves from injury.

The last ten years has seen this initiation become even more controversial as the Navy
has suffered from a multitude of political and social setbacks related to hazing,
discrimination, and sexual harassment against women and men in the military. Current
Navy policy has all but eliminated any events such as | experienced many years ago.

Here's how the Secretary of the Navy [Instruction 1610.2, dated 1 Oct. 1997] now spells
out the policy concerning military functions which involve initiations or other similar
ceremonies:

Military customs and traditions have long been an integral part of the Navy and Marine Corps.

Though in the past some hazing has occurred in conjunction with ceremonies, initiations or rites

of passage, these activities, if properly supervised, can be effective leadership tools.

€ Graduations, chiefs' initiations, crossing the line"
celebrate and recognize the achievements of individual Sailors or Marines or those of entire

unitsé. Service member ktogethertbuildiag-uplehceurdging, and r

supporting their shipmates. Hazing behavior that is degrading, embarrassing or injurious is

unprofessional and illegal.

Commanders must be aware of all ceremonies and initiatives conducted within their organizations
and take proactive steps to ensure that these activities do not violate this policy.

Hazing is defined as any conduct whereby a military member or members, regardless of service or
rank, without proper authority causes another military member or members, regardless of service
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or rank, to suffer or be exposed to any activity which is cruel, abusive, humiliating, oppressive,
demeaning, or harmful . é

Hazing can include, but is not limited to, the following: playing abusive or ridiculous tricks;
threatening or offering violence or bodily harm to another; striking; branding; taping; tattooing;
shaving; greasing; painting; requiring excessive physical exercise beyond what is required to
meet standardsé. .
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